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ATTAINED MY ASPIRATION

Subramanian, Professor, Marine Environmental
Chemistry, CMES, Ehime University

Dr.

My long time dream has become true on 1% may
2003. | have been appointed at the Center for Marine
Environmental Studies ( CMES), Ehime University,
on that day as the Professor in Marine Environmental
Chemistry under their 21st Century COE program.

I am from Kottaiyur, a picturesque village 500kms
south of Chennai (Madras) in Tamil Nadu, the
southern most state of India. After primary and high
school education at the Alagappa educational
ingtitutions near to my native place, | did my
graduation in Chemistry at Alagappa Arts College
affiliated to Madurai Kamarg University ( presently
Alagappa University) . For my Masters Course at
Annamalai University, a prestigious private University,
250kms south of Chennai in Tamil Nadu State, India |
selected Marine Biology and Oceanography as my
major subjects. After obtaining the Masters Degree, |
was appointed as an Assistant Professor at the Centre
of Advanced Study in Marine Biology, the same
ingtitute where | did my Masters. | was awarded a
Doctorate Degree in Marine Biology and
Oceanography by Annamala University, for the
research work | did on the Cycling of Heavy Metals
in a Mangrove Ecosystem.

| got a golden opportunity of doing research at the
Department of Environment Conservation ( presently
the CMES, Ehime University), under the able
guidance of Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa and Dr. Shinsuke
Tanabe with a prestigious Monbusho Fellowship. This
period in which was exposed to the advanced
knowledge in the field of persistent xenobiotics was
the turning point of my life. | am still specidizing in
this field. | was awarded the Degree of Doctor of
Agriculture by Ehime University in the year 1988 for
my work on the "Use of Organochlorines as Tracers
in Evaluating Certain Life History Parameters of Dal’s
Porpoises and Adelie Penguins”.

| returned to India to continue my job at Annamalai
University, this time as an Associate Professor in the
same ingtitute. 1 continued my work in India using the
research abilities | obtained in Japan through research
projects funded by several national and international

agencies, together with teaching Pollution and
Toxicology to the students of the Centre. For al these
efforts | was promoted as a Professor in Marine
Chemistry in the year 1997 by Annamalai University,
where | had been working until 1 get an offer from
CMES.

During dl the years, | have been visiting Japan,
which | consider as a home away from my home, in
various capacities - as a Collaborative Researcher,
Invitee for Specia Lectures, as a Consultant for the
Joint Research Programs of the CMES with India and
aso a JSPS Research Fellow, not only to Ehime
University but also to various Universities and
Research ingtitutes in Japan, all this has been enabled
by the knowledge imparted on me in pollution
rescarch and also may be because of my limited
ability to converse in Japanese. | have been
associating with scientists from several countries and
visited their laboratories in USA, Canada, Philippines,
Malaysia, and Singapore on research missions.

During my stay in 2002 a& CMES as a JSPS
Research Fellow, | was offered this Golden
opportunity of a Professor post at the 21st Century
COE Program of CMES by Dr. Takeoka the Director
of CMES and by Dr. Tanabe. | readily agreed.

Now | am coordinating International Programs like
collaborative research projects, organizing
international seminars and workshops for the Center
and also carrying out research work on POPs and
heavy metals apart from teaching and guiding students
in their research work. | have been (am) trying to
obtain research funds from various agencies in Japan
and abroad which | am hoping to get soon.

During my speeches in Japan | often used to say
that 'If rebirth is possible, 1 would like to be born in
Japan and work for this wonderful country and people
as a gratitude for the kindness they have shown to me
and my family". | am happy and grateful to al those
who made this possible so soon - India, my
motherland which has grown me, my teachers at the
schools, Alagappa educational institutions, Annamalai
University and other institutions in India, for giving
me necessary basic knowledge in this field, Ehime
University and other institutions in Japan for imparting
me the knowledge in advanced technologies in this
field and also the people of Japan for providing me all
the needed facilities and support.

My future plans are to fully involve myself in all
the programs of CMES under their COE program,
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especially on monitoring and eradication of the POPs
pollution in developing Asian countries including
India. By my contributions in this program | will be
fulfilling my duties to both countries, India and Japan,
the two nations to which | am deeply indebted.

Together as a team, we the members of CMES will
carry on the message on POPs pollution, impart the
knowledge we are gaining to the younger generations
and will try to find a way for a pollution free world.
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