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2nd China International Symposium on
Persistent Toxic Substances ( PTS)

Dr. Shinsuke Tanabe, Professor, CMES and the
Leader of the Center of Excellence Program and |
attended the 2nd China International Symposium on
Persistent Toxic Substances held at Beijing, China
during May 15-18, 2005. The symposium was
organized by State Key Laboratory of Environmental
Chemistry and Ecotoxicology, Research Center for
Eco-Environmental Sciences and Chinese Academy of
Sciences with sponsorship from Committee of
Analytical Toxicology of Chinese Society of
Toxicology and support from many other Chinese
agencies. The symposium was held at the Research
Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences ( RCEES) of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences. In the two day
symposium there were four oral presentation sessions
comprising plenary and invited lectures from world
renowned scientists from different countries, like Dr.
K.C. Jones (UK), Dr. John P. Giesy (USA), Dr.
Martin Kohler (Switzerland), Dr. Antonius Kettrup
(Germany), Dr. Chris Le (Canada), Dr. An Li
(USA), Dr. Gubin Jiang (China), Dr. PK.S. Lam
(Hong Kong, China), Dr. P.H. Viet (Vietham) and
others.

Dr. Tanabe delivered an invited lecture on
Contamination of Persistent Toxic Substances ( PTS)

in Asia-Pacific Region and | presented a paper on
India - A Possible Source of Persistent Toxic
Substances (PTS). The four sessions covered wide

areas of PTS research comprising identification of
existing and new PTS in the environment, regiona
and global contamination status and trends, spatial and
temporal variations, fate, persistence and
ecotoxicological effects on wildlife and human, risk
assessment and development of biomarker and
bioindicator methods, control strategy and reduction
and abatement techniques. There were 30 ord
presentations. Parallel poster sessions were held
exhibiting 70 posters on various topics of PTS
research. In the concluding session various resolutions
on the control of global pollution by PTS were
proposed.

Away from the hours of the symposium Dr. An Li,
Dr. Shinsuke Tanabe, Dr. John P. Giesy, Dr. P.K.S.
Lam, Dr. Gubin Jiang and | had a meeting for
deciding matters on submission for publishing a book
entitted “ Persistent Organic Pollutants in Asia -
Sources, Distributions, Transport and Fate”  through
the Developments in Environmental Science Series of
Elsevier Science Publications. It has been decided that
Dr. An Li, Dr. Shinsuke Tanabe, Dr. John P. Giesy,
Dr. P.K.S. Lam, Dr. Gubin Jiang will be the editors of
the book and the chapters of the book focusing on
different countries will be sought from specialists on
POPs research in respective regions. The work is in
good progress now.

To lighten up the intense academic activities at the
symposium, a cultural program was arranged after the
conclusion of the scientific sessions and al the
participants were taken on a trip on the next day of
the symposium to the Great Wall of China.
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