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A falling apple ensuing in Newton’s Law of Gravity
or a snake in dreams subsequently revealing Kekule’s
benzene structure: commonplace things can turn out to be
more intriguing than the most unique of circumstances.
Curiosity has always kept me driving and aroused a
penchant for science, especially biology. That’s the reason
| joined to pursue MS in ecotoxicology at CMES.

Here | chose to work on CYP1A transactivation
potencies of AhR isoforms from black-footed albatross by
dioxin like congeners under the eminent guidance of Prof.
Iwata Hisato. AhR is a cytosolic protein that triggers the
dioxin toxicity. The aim of my research was to determine
the transactivation potencies of albatross AhR isoforms
and to assess the risk effectively. 1 conducted my
experiments using a bioassay system called reporter gene,
and found that both AhR’s are transcriptionally active in
albatross. The most interesting fact that the results I
obtained for albatross AhR 2 were in contrast to that of
the results obtained previously for the model avian species
chicken, that has no transcription efficacy in the case of
AhR2. This research work has given me a deep insight
into the basic research methodology, execution of
experiments; analysis and presentation of results,
troubleshooting and general lab management. Besides that,
it has also given me a chance of self-evaluation and of
improving upon the attributes of patience, perseverance,
and discipline that have not only helped me in research

but also to mature as a person.

Exacting circumstances
invariably extract the best out of 3%
me and this is apparent in my [
performance in PRIMO 15, the 15" §
international symposium on
pollutant responses in marine &
organisms held in Bordeaux, ' .
France during 2009 May17-22, |
where | bagged an award for the
best presentation on my studies on albatross AhRs. | have
received awards for academic proficiency throughout my
educational period in India but this award was
overwhelming as it was a milestone in my scientific
expedition, that has just started and also a proof of my
skills and capabilities. It was indeed my first international
conference and the first poster presentation as well.
PRIMO 15 was a rich and rewarding human experience
and an excellent opportunity to broaden my perspectives
on various toxicological aspects. To participate in the
PRIMO 15 conference was a wise decision because it
gave me the best opportunity to interact with eminent
scientists from all parts of the globe and learn about their
promising researches. The symposium was crowded with
an overabundance of choices. There were many interesting
talks regarding different toxicological concepts, many
were new to me, many were difficult to understand.
However, | would never prefer to miss a chance to be part
of conferences like PRIMO 15, as | aim to blend myself
into the ore of eminent researchers, from all over the
world, to emerge as a purified metal.

I have always wished to contribute something
significant to the scientific community and now | have my
chance. 1 am sure that in the company of such high
caliber researchers | shall be able to convert my dream
into reality.

“Give me a land to stand and | will move the earth”
- Aristotle
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